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Since 1952, Bill Carr and Arthur Pack, the founders of the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, have

inspired visitors to live in harmony with the natural world by fostering love, appreciation, and

understanding of the Sonoran Desert. When the museum opened it had only four employees. Today

it has more than 100 paid employees, nearly 200 docents, and close to 300 volunteers. About 85

percent of the museum is outside, where visitors can enjoy native and the endangered animals

exhibited in award-winning naturalistic habitat enclosures, an innovation in exhibitory developed by

the museum. Most visitors spend between two and three hours touring the Arizona-Sonora Desert

Museum, but as the museum continues to grow, it is becoming harder and harder to see it all in

such a short amount of time. Visitors should plan to come early and stay late!
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Having been the first Curator of Earth Science at ASDM, all I can say Peggy Larson did an

outstanding job telling with both the written word and fine photographs the history of the Desert

Museum. For anyone who is planning a visit or just loves the Arizona-Sonona Desert Museum this



book is a must! After my retiring from the Museum in the early 1980s, my heart still remains in this

fine institution. Peggy, you hit the ball out of the park with this one!Congratulations,Bill Panczner1st

Curator of Earth ScienceCongdon Earth Science Center

Very good history book about ASDM!
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